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Kento Mizuno

DP: How did your love of 
photography start?
KM: On the banks of the Seine 
in Paris. My friend just bought a 
cheap Panasonic camera and he 

was showing me how to shoot passing boats by panning with 
them, using a slow shutter speed. Although this event by no 
means defined my future photographic style, it showed me for 
the first time that photography wasn’t limited to family portraits 
and vacation shots. 

DP: How do you describe your style?
KM: Evolving. My photographic style changes as I change. As a 
teenager this happens quite regularly, so as you might imagine 
the aesthetic of a photo taken a year ago looks completely 
different to one I would have taken now. As I look back on the 
few years I’ve been taking photos I see quite a development 
from a style which was incredibly simple and basic – a clean 
look, if you will – to a style slightly more complex with more use 
of black and white. 

DP: You have already won a few awards for your work. 
What is it like getting recognition for what you do?
KM: I would be lying if I said that I don’t enjoy getting 
recognition for what I do, but it’s not the reason why I do it. 
Certainly it opens doors for me from a career standpoint, but 
on a personal level it doesn’t have an effect on my art. When I 
take a picture, the thought of any awards that that shot may win 
never crosses my mind. If it did I think I would quickly lose sight 
of what’s important when it comes to taking pictures: loving it 
for its own sake.  

DP: What are you currently working on photographically?
KM: I have just finished a photo essay on my grandfather 
as part of my senior project for high school. Having been 
away from Japan for so long, I wanted to reconnect with my 
grandfather to better understand him, his history, and what it’s 
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Up and coming photographer Kento Mizuno already has private collections of his work in Paris, New 
York and San Francisco. Now he showcases some of his incredible imagery here in DP…
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call for images: If you’re a student or graduate, we want to see your shots. Email us at team@dphotographer.co.uk and you could 			   see your photographic work appear on these pages, and win a great Lowepro CompuDay Photo 250 bag prize!

Kento Mizuno

  Hidden by Light
“Taken in Etosha National Park in Namibia, the  

image is that of a child standing in a grove of trees 
while light penetrates the branches. I had spotted 
the column of light from far away and ran full sprint 
to frame this shot. This light lasted no longer than 
one minute”
Shot details: Nikon D300 with a 70-200mm f2.8 
Nikkor lens and 200mm, f2.8, 1/2000, ISO 200

  Lunch
“A photograph of a pelican flying in Walvis Bay  

in Namibia as it tries to catch a fish thrown from  
a catamaran”
Shot details: Nikon D300 with a 18-200mm f3.5-
5.6 Nikkor lens at 18mm and f11, 1/500sec, ISO 160

  Green
“Taken at a traditional Namibian wedding, I made it 

after I spotted a child standing on a green house. I 
love it because it shows a moment removed from 
the hubbub that was surrounding it”
Shot details: Nikon D300 with a 18-200mm Nikkor 
lens at 200mm and f5, 1/800sec, ISO 200

  Conformity
“I had planned to take this picture months 

before travelling to Namibia. The result is a herd 
of Burchell’s Zebras standing together in a water 
hole with only one standing out. Taken in Etosha 
National Park”
Shot details: Nikon D300 with a 70-200mm f2.8 
Nikkor lens at 200mm and f2.8, 1/1250sec, ISO 200

Getting to know…

Website: www.kentomizuno.com

Biography: A 19-year-old Japanese 
American, Kento Mizuno is always on the 
move. Although he was born in Paris, he 

has lived in Tokyo, Toulouse, New York and San Francisco. He 
has recently graduated from the Bay school in San Francisco, 
and he intends to keep nurturing his passion and talent for 
photography at Middlebury College in Vermont. “To me it’s an 
art and a process that really grounds me in the moment,” 
Kento says. “I consider myself incredibly lucky as photography 
has also allowed me to travel around the world to places like 
Namibia, and meet extraordinary people from National 
Geographic photographers to Japanese monks.”
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like to be old in Japan. I travelled to Maizuru, a port town an 
hour from Kyoto, for two weeks to complete this project. The 
final result was a book that I published containing a series of 
photographs and descriptions that fit under the themes of 
Death, Ritual, Family, and Life. 

DP: Where else in the world would you like to explore 
and photograph next? 
KM: The Middle East, Southern Africa and Antarctica. Having 
lived in peaceful countries all of my life, the possibility of going 
somewhere where people often fear for their own lives is an 
incredibly powerful and moving concept. James Nachtway, 
Eddie Adams and Robert Capa have long been heroes of mine, 
and so strong are my feelings against war that I am seriously 
considering becoming a war photojournalist. If you have any 
job openings regarding any of these places, please call me! 
However, the nature-loving side of me really yearns to go to 
Southern Africa and Antarctica. I think the appeal of these 
places partially stems from the fact that they are pretty  
much polar opposites in terms of habitat. Having been to 
Namibia twice before (was one of the most extraordinary 
experiences of my life), I can’t imagine what Antarctica must 
be like. 

DP: What’s your ten-year plan?
KM: I want to receive a college education at Middlebury 
College in Vermont in the hope of discovering something that I 
would really like to do in life alongside my photography. Political 
sciences, for example, can lead me to be a war photojournalist, 
biology could lead me to be a nature photographer and so 
on and so forth. Right now, I am keeping my options open 
until something sweeps me away. I also know that I want to 
continue taking photographs and telling stories throughout 
my time at college, whether I’m on campus or on a semester 
abroad in Africa. My photography career will (hopefully) 
not take a break throughout this time. DP

Win a Lowepro 
CompuDay Photo 
250 bag!
If we pick you to showcase 
your images in the Up And 
Coming section then you’ll win 
a Lowepro CompuDay Photo 
250 camera bag. It’s a 

versatile backpack-style bag designed to fit a laptop, 
plus there’s plenty of room for your photographic 
equipment. Head to the Lowepro website at www.
lowepro.com for more information.
 
Send us your shots!
Post your CD-ROM to the DP team at:  
Up And Coming, Digital Photographer, Imagine 
Publishing Limited, Richmond House, 33 Richmond 
Hill, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH2 6EZ
Please include your name, address and, if possible, 
a contact telephone number. Please also provide 
information about your photographic background, as 
well as the equipment and techniques used to create 
the images supplied. Don’t forget to state clearly that 
you are the copyright holder of the submitted images 
and that Imagine Publishing Limited and its licensees 
have non-exclusive rights to reproduce the material 
submitted. Unfortunately, submitted CDs are non-
returnable and correspondence will not be entered 
into with unselected submissions. Good luck!

SHOOT & WIN!

  Bridge
“Photograph taken in Japan from a train on my way to my 

grandfather’s house. The bridge is somewhere between 
Osaka and Maizuru in Japan”
Shot details: Nikon D300 with a 24mm f1.4 Nikkor Lens 
and f3.2, 1/8000sec, ISO 320
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